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ABSTRACT 

A study was conducted to deternine the 
appropriateness of the Concept Mastery Test for graduate students 
enrolled xn an introductory research nethcdology course. Ss 
represented a cross-section of students entering a master's program 
at a large southeastern university. The Concept Mastery Tf»st (CMT) . 
the Nelson-Denny Reading Test (ND) , and the Otis-Lennon Mental 
Ability Test^ Advarced Level (OLMAT) were administered. Graduate 
grade point averages, (GGPA) were also collected. The correlation 
between the ND vocabulary and comprehension subtests was .HO, 
indicating considerable independence^ The correlation between the 
synonyms and antonyms and analogies subtests of the CMT was .64 
indicating much less independence. Correlations between GGPA'and the 
CMT and OLMAT tests ranged from .03 to -.18. Relationships between 
CMT and other tests ranged from -.2 to .58. (KM) 
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The 1956 Manual accoiq)anying the Concept Mastery Test (CMT) states: 
"The Concept Mastery Test (CMT) is a measure of ability to deal with abstract 
ideas at a high level. It is suitable for administration to college juniors 
Ov! or seniors and to graduate students." (Terman, 1956). The 1972 Test Catalogue 
published by The Psychological Corporation states that the "Range" for CMT is 
"Upper Level undergraduates, graduate students, and adult candidates for re- 
^ search, executive, and other unusually demanding jobs." (The Psychological 
^> Corporation, 1972). 

The present study was designed to determine the ^concurrent appropriate- 
S ness of the Concept Mastery Test for graduate students enrolled in an intro- 
• ductory research methodology course. 

Procedures 

The subjects for the present study were graduate students enrolled in ? 

Introduction to Methods of Research, a course designed for beginning master's f 

level students. The group represented a reasonably good cross section of • 

students entering a master's program of studies at a large university in the \ 

i 

southeast. The subjects were administered the Concept Mastery Test (CMT), 

I 

the Nelson-Denny Reading Test (ND), and the Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test, | 

i 

Advanced Level (OLMAT). The CMT contains two subtests, synonyms and antonyms i 
(CM-SA) and Analogies (CM-A) . The KD is designed to access adult reading 
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Table 1 

Raw Scores 9 Means and Standard Deviations 
(N « 102) 



M SD 



Graduate GPA* (GGPA) 3,67 .33 

Concept Mastery Test 

Synonyms and Antonyms (CM-SA) 57.21 20*44 

Analogies (CM-A) 40,56 11.23 

Total (CM-T) 97,77 26,18 

Nelson-Denny Reading Test 

Vocabulary (ND-V) 46.11 15.34 

(k)mprehension (ND-C) 33.49 16.03 

Total Score (ND-T) 79.60 25.89 

Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test (OLMAT) 58.26 13.15 
^Grade Point Average 



Table 2 

Relationships Mong Grade Point Averages 
and Certain Standardized Measures (N » 102) 



GGPA 



ND-V 



ND-C 



ND-T 



OLMAT 



CM-SA 
CM-A 
CM-T 
OLMAT 



-15 
-18 
-18 
03 



51 
60 
62 
62 



-02 
28 
09 
48 



33 
67 
67 
67 



21 
38 
58 



^Decimals Omitted. 



ability by two subtests, Vocabiilary (ND-V) and Comprehension (ND-C) . Grad- 
uate Grade Point Averages (GGPA) were collected for each subject. 

Means, standard deviations, and zero order intercorrelations among all 
measures were obtained. 

Results and Discussion 

Table 1 presents the means and standard deviations for all m&asures. 

The correlation between ND-V and ND-C was .40. This relationship indi- 
cates considerable independence of the two subtests. The correlation between 
C^^SA and GM-A was .64. This relationship was expected and does not show 
nearly as much independence of subtests as in the case of ND subtests. 

Table 2 presents relationships among graduate grade point average and 
certain standardized measures. The correlations between GGPA and CM-SA, 
CM-A, CM-T, and OLMAT ranged from .03 to -.18 (not significantly different 
from .00 at the .01 level of significance). The relationships between CM and 
ND-C (-.02, .28, .09), CM and OLMAT (.21, .38, .58), and CM-SA and ND-T (.33) 
were surprisingly low. Other correlations presented in Table 2 are reason- 
^ably close to ones reported in other literature. 

References 

Nelson, M. J., E. C. Denny and James I. Brown. Nelson-Denny Reading Test , 

Form A . Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1965. 
Otis, Arthur S. and Roger T. Lennon. Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test . Har- 

court. Brace and Jovanovich, New York, 1969. 
Terman, Lewis M. Concept Mastery Test> Form T ^ The Psychological Corporation, 

New Yor, N.Y., 1956, p. 3. 
The Psychological Corporation Test Catalog , The Psychological Corporation, 

New York, N.Y., 1972, p. 20. 



COPYRIGHT INFORKATION AND RELEASE FORM 



A COPY OF THIS FORM SHOULD ACCOMPANY EACH PAIR OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED 
FOR CONSIDERATION. PLEASE TYPE. 




Author's Name: " I ^^ftvyy^ 
. J^ddr ess : 3 3, ^ A^S^J^^AA ^U^A^J^^^^ ^cj ^^JU^ .^j^ 

2. If Published In a Periodical: 



Name of Periodical: 



Vol- # No. Pages on which article appears 

Date of Publication: ' 



3. If Published in Other Form: 
Name of Publisher: 



Address of Publisher: 



Title of Book in Which It Appears: 



Date of Publication: 



Author /Editor of Book: 



4. Is the document copyrighted? Yea_ No 



If the document is copyrighted by somnone other than youj 

Name of Copyright Owner: 

Address : 



(OVER) 



If the document contains materials copyrighted by someone other 
than the copyright owner of the document Itself, Identify the pages 
In the document Involved: 



If you are the owner of the document whether It Is copyrighted or 
not. Indicate how you would prefer to have Us handle your document 
by checking one of the following: 

A. the document may be made available In microfiche AND 
hard copy form* 

B. the document may be made available ONLY In microfiche form, 

C. NO reproduction of the dociB&ent may be made available. 



If you checked option A, (microfiche AND hard copy), please sign 
the following release: 

I hereby grant to ERIC and to organizations operating under 
agreements with the U.S. Office of Education permission to abstract 
the documents referred to above, to reproduce these documents or 
abstracts, and to disseminate them as part of the ERIC system. 
However, authorization to abstract and reproduce these materials 




If you checked option B, (microfiche ONLY), please sign the 
following release: 



I hereby grant to ERIC and to organizations operiating under 
agreements with the U»S* Office of Education permission to abstract 
the documents referred to above, to reproduce these documents by 
microfiche only, and to disseminate them as part of the ERIC system. 
However, authorization to abstract and reproduce these materials 
does not extend to users of the ERIC system. 

Signature: ^^^^ 

Date: ^.^^^.^ 

If you checked either of options B or C above and copy is available 
from sources other than those given in No* 's 2 & 3» please complete 
the following: 

Hard Copy is available from: 

Price: 



Microfiche is available from: 

Price: 



